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The Old Teacher by Alan Ahlberg. 

Key vocabulary: Stock-cupboard, Hymn-books, Wendy house. 

Retrieval 

1.) Where did the old teacher sleep? 

The old teacher usually slept in the stock-cupboard 

2.) What did the children bring her to eat? 

The children brought her apples to eat  

Inference 

3.) Do you think that the old teacher was happy living as she did?  Explain your reasoning. 

If yes, answers may include that she continued to live there and had lived there for many years /her 

basic needs were being met; the poem says that she had food, shelter, somewhere to sleep, somewhere 

to wash / She had been a teacher for many years, an may have loved the school so much that she 

chose to live there / there is nothing in the poem to suggest that she wanted things to be any different.   

If no, answers may include that she could have been lonely, the stock-cupboard was probably not very 

comfortable / she would have been cold with paper for blankets, hungry with only apples to eat, dirty 

with only the goldfish water to wash her face in / the Wendy house would have been small, even for an 

old lady to live in.  

4.) Do you think a Wendy house is an appropriate place for an old lady to live?  Why / Why not? 

Yes it is – answers may include that the Wendy house is cosy / it is free to live in / it is a small place 

to keep clean and tidy and any other reasonable explanations. 

No it is not – answers may include that the Wendy house is too small for anyone to live in properly / it 

does not have running water and electricity and any other reasonable explanations. 

Vocabulary 

5.) What does “as a rule” mean in line 3? 

As a rule means usually 

6.) What is a Hymn-book?  Where else, other than school, might a Hymn book be used? 

A hymn-book is a book that contains religious songs and music 
Deepen the Moment 

Why do you think that the teacher lived in school?  Write at least two reasons to support why she might 

live there. 

Reasons could include that she had no house of her own / not enough money / that she loved the 

school / that she wanted to look after the school / she worked so hard at being a teacher each day, 

that it was easier to live in school than to travel each day / her house was too far away to travel every 

day, so it was easier to stay at the school 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Year 3 Answer Pack 

English Answers Lesson 1: Red Task 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Teacher by Alan Ahlberg  

ANSWERS 

Key vocabulary: Stock-cupboard, Hymn-books, Wendy house. 

Retrieval 

1.) Where did the old teacher sleep? 

The old teacher usually slept in the stock-cupboard. 

2.) What did the children bring her to eat? 

The children brought her apples to eat  

Inference 

3.) Do you think that the old teacher was happy living as she did?  Give one reason to 

support your answer. 

If yes, answers may include that she continued to live there and had lived there for 

many years /her basic needs were being met; the poem says that she had food, 

shelter, somewhere to sleep, somewhere to wash / She had been a teacher for many 

years, an may have loved the school so much that she chose to live there / there is 

nothing in the poem to suggest that she wanted things to be any different.   

If no, answers may include that she could have been lonely, the stock-cupboard was 

probably not very comfortable / she would have been cold with paper for blankets, 

hungry with only apples to eat, dirty with only the goldfish water to wash her face in 

/ the Wendy house would have been small, even for an old lady to live in.  

Vocabulary 
4.) What does “as a rule” mean in line 3?  Does it mean usually, sometimes or never? 
As a rule means usually.  
 
5.) What is a Hymn-book?  
A hymn-book is a book that contains religious songs and music 
 
Deepen the Moment 
 
 Why do you think that the teacher lived in school?  Write at least one reason to 

support why she might live there. 

Reasons could include that she had no house of her own / not enough money / that 

she loved the school / that she wanted to look after the school / she worked so hard 

at being a teacher each day, that it was easier to live in school than to travel each 

day / her house was too far away to travel to school each day. 
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Task 2: 

Task 3:  Any sentences about the picture that include one of these words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3 Answer Pack 

English Answers Lesson 5: 

Task 1  

Look at the sentences below and rewrite the sentences so that they are written 

formally.  

Tilly always butts in on our chats.  

Tilly often interrupts our conversations.  

The Kids in Class 4 were mega happy about their trip. 

The children in class 4 were extremely happy about their trip. 

I can’t work out what his job is.  

I am finding it difficult to imagine what his job might be. 
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Answers 

Retrieval 

1. What is the pulse? 

Pulse is a steady beat like a ticking clock or your heartbeat. 

2. What kinds of beats are there? 

Fast and slow. 

3. What is the difference between rhythm and pulse? 

Rhythm is a pattern of long and short sounds. With a pulse, the beats are evenly 

spaced. 

4. What does BPM stand for? 

Beats per Minute 

Vocabulary 

5. What simile is used to describe the beat? 

Like a ticking clock. 

6. What does ‘foundations’ mean? 

An underlying basis or principle. 
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Computing:  

  

Reading for Productivity- Sunflower Life Cycle 

Key vocabulary- life cycle, types, stage, seed, germination, compost. 

Retrieval- 

1. How many different types of sunflower are there? Around 60. 

2. How tall was the tallest sunflower ever grown? 9.17 metres. 

Inference- 

3. Explain why you think the sunflower is planted during spring? Due to the 

conditions. 

Vocabulary- 

4. What does the word sprout mean in this sentence ‘the seed begins to sprout 

roots 1-2 weeks after planting.’ Put out shoots. 

5. What order has the text been written in? Chronological.  
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Art: 

Reading for Productivity – Art - Guiseppe Arcimboldo 

Retrieval 
1. What nationality is Arcimboldo? Italian  

2. What was Arcimboldo first job? He used to create stained 
glass window 

3. What did Arcimboldo use to resemble human portraits? 
Fruits, vegetables, animals, books and other objects. 

 

Vocabulary 
4. What do you think the word ‘produce’ means? Make or 
create something 

5. Write a synonym for the word rediscover. Recoup, repair, 
regain, retrieve, resume, get back  


