Remote education provision: information for parents
The primary schools of Pontefract Academies Trust have collaboratively developed weekly
timetables with resources and live lessons that engage and inspire learners of all abilities
and age ranges. Both formal and informal feedback from parents/carers during the Autumn
and Spring terms has been extremely positive and recognise the hard work and dedication
that our staff have exhibited to ensure the children are happy, safe and making the
progress that they are capable of. The remote timetable, and work set, is aligned, as much
as possible, to the curriculum that is being taught in school. This ensures that all of our
children have access to a broad and rich subject offer.
We have designed our remote curriculum offer carefully to meet the needs of our families,
taking into consideration the challenges parents may face in supporting their children’s
learning whilst managing their own commitments. We feel that the blend of high-quality live
lessons, engaging timetable, regular communication with home and additional support for
those pupils that require it have ensured that our pupils have thrived as best they can
during these unprecedented times.

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home
What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the
first day or two of pupils being sent home?
All families will be sent a resource pack, a weekly timetable and links to access live
learning sessions by their classroom teacher or a staff member from within the
school. This will be done via Class DoJo and Parent mail.
This is supplemented by the provision of devices (laptop or iPad), paper copies of
work packs and classroom resources where required.

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in
school?
We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school, wherever possible, and
appropriate. However, as you would expect there will be some adaptations to the
teaching of practical subjects. In art for example, pupils will carry out the non-practical
element of the lesson at home and only where reasonably possible the practical
elements.
Themed days and national awareness days are still incorporated into the remote
learning offer, such as World Book Day, Black Lives Matter initiatives, anti-bullying
week, or Children’s mental health week. This is to ensure that pupils still have the
opportunity to learn and become immersed in curriculum themes.

Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each
day?
Each week, parents receive a link via to the learning schedule planned for the following
week. This provides an overview of the lessons taking place for each subject, direction of
the resources required for the lesson and any additional learning resources. These
resources are also printed out in school and made available for collection for parents who
do not have access to print out their own resources. In our appendices at the end of this
document is an example of the weekly timetable and timings of a normal school day.
Please view Appendix 1,2 and 3.
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will
take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:

EYFS

2 hours with additional ‘noncompulsory curriculum activities.

Key Stage 1

3 hours with additional ‘noncompulsory curriculum activities.

Key Stage 2

3 hours with additional ‘noncompulsory curriculum activities.

Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are
providing?
Children access the remote learning sessions via Microsoft Teams. The lesson links
are distributed securely via email to parents and carers.
Children submit work to be assessed by the teaching staff via Class Dojo (KS1 and
KS2) and Tapestry (EYFS). This platform enables teachers to share feedback and
provide individual feedback to pupils. All parents have been supported in the set up of
Class Dojo on their mobile devices.
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If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you
support them to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We
take the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
Parents who have informed the school that they do not have an adequate device to
access the online platform have been issued with a device to use throughout periods
of school closure/when a child is isolating. The school have robust tracking systems
to monitor engagement of online learning and a support network to help families
engage with home learning. Where schools identify pupils, who are not engaging in
these sessions sufficiently, swift communication and intervention occurs to remove
barriers and alleviate issues.
Where parents have stated that they have no internet connection they have been
issued with routers/internet dongles. Alternatively, where an internet connection
cannot be established, vulnerable children and children of key workers will be offered
a school place in times of lockdown. If a child is isolating and issues persist home
learning packs will be provided, and home visits will be instigated. Regular
communication with classroom teachers is the norm for isolating pupils.
Where pupils have no access to a printer, printed materials have been made
available for collection or posted to households so that children can access learning
resources. Arrangements for collection of completed work can be made with school
leaders.

How will my child be taught remotely?
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:
•

live teaching (online lessons via Microsoft Teams)

•

recorded teaching

•

provision of a full weekly timetable with subject resources

•

provision of textbooks, reading books and school resources

•

Links to additional recourses applicable to our curriculum

•

Feedback from class teachers following work submission

•

The availability of teachers daily for conversations about learning via Class
Dojo
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Engagement and feedback
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support
that we as parents and carers should provide at home?
Our expectations are as below:
It is expected that all pupils who are working remotely access the daily live lessons. If
a pupil is absent from the live lessons, a phone call will be made from their teacher to
establish the reason for absence. If communication cannot be made with the
pupil/family, the school Safeguarding and Senior Leadership Team continue to make
contact via telephone and where necessary home visits.
Parents are expected to support the school by ensuring their child attends their
lessons and that completed work is submitted via Class Dojo/Tapestry for
marking/feedback. Parents who do not access these platforms can bring completed
work into school.
Through weekly communication with class teachers and school leaders, any barriers
to access the remote lessons are resolved so that pupils continue to maintain a high
level of engagement.

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and
how will I be informed if there are concerns?
•

Pupils’ engagement with remote education will be checked daily. A register is
taken during each live lesson. Supportive phone calls will be made to families
to address any issues with online attendance.

•

The structure of online sessions allows teachers to make regular contact with
parents/carers regarding any concerns. Feedback is regular and supportive to
the individual child’s needs.

•

Where there are profound concerns senior leaders and/or school DSL’s may
become involved to ensure the welfare (academic and personal) of the child is
being completely addressed and any issues resolved before involving
additional external agencies.
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How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written
comments for individual children. For example, whole-class quizzes marked
automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods of
assessing short term progress. Our approach to feedback on pupil work is as
follows:
•

ClassDojo / Tapestry will be used as the platforms for parents/carers to upload
work, teachers will then assess and feedback to pupils’ through this system.

•
•

Pupils will receive feedback on their work each day.
Teachers keep a record of feedback and track progress weekly. This is
supplied to the SLT of the school both daily and at the end of each school
week.

Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional
support from adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils, for example those with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from
adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we
will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:
•

Bespoke learning packs to deliver remote education for pupils with SEND are
provided.

•

Adaptations to timetables and the work submission for SEND children which
provides additional bespoke learning opportunities for those children that
require it.

•

A differentiated wellbeing and support package from learning mentors and
support staff will be included where applicable.

•

More frequent communication from staff that would normally support the child
in school.

Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole
groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.
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If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will
their remote education differ from the approaches described above?
Individual pupils self-isolating will continue to be taught a planned and wellsequenced curriculum remotely, with meaningful and ambitious work provided each
day in their different subjects.
The remote offer for children self-isolating / shielding will be adjusted so they receive
a combination of live lessons streamed directly from the classroom and personalised
contact from staff to ensure all work set is being completed to the expected standard.
Children isolating will still attend (virtually) their core lessons daily (3 hours). To
reduce the impact of ‘screen time’ and ‘visual fatigue’ in younger children they will not
be expected to participate in a full day’s timetable. However, children
isolating/shielding will be provided with the same work that their peers will be
competing and will also be invited to participate in;
•

Assemblies

•

1:1 intervention

•

Whole class activities

•

Wellbeing events

•

Class activities that promote social interaction and deeper personal
development.
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Appendix 1: EYFS Weekly Timetable
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Appendix 2: Key Stage 1 Weekly Timetable
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Appendix 3: Key Stage 2 Weekly Timetable
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